MASTER AND  EMPLOYER

self, and thereby render me a disservice, . . . I had
rather therefore hear that you had nursed than ex-
posed yourself! And the things which 1 sent from
this place (1 mean the wine, tea, coffee and sugar)
and such other matters as you may lay in by the
doctor's direction for the use of the sick, I desire
you will make use of as your own personal occasions
may require."

Of one Butler he had employed to overlook his
gardeners, but who proved hopelessly unfit, Wash*
ington said, *' sure 1 am, there is no obligation upon
me to retain him from charitable motives; when he
ought rather to be punished as an imposter: for he
well knew the services he had to perform^ and which
he promised to fulfil with zeal, activity, and intelli-
gence/* Yet when the man was discharged his em-*
ployer gave him a ** character:" " If his activity,
spirit!, and ability in the management of Negroes,
were equal to his honesty, sobriety and industry,
there would not be the least occasion for a change,"
and Butler was paid his full wages, no deduction
being made for lost time, ** as I can better afford to
be without the money than he can/1

Another thoroughly incompetent man was one
employed to take charge of the negro carpenters, of
whom his employee wrote, " I am apprehensive * , .
that Green never will overcome his propensity to
drink; that it is this which occasions his frequent
sickness, absences from work and poverty. And 1
am convinced, moreover, that it answers no purpose
to admonish him," Yet, though " I am so well satis-
fied of Thomas Green's unfitness to look after Car-ce, injure your-en infirmI know not a negroest Indies/' Sometimes only
